20                         SHORT STORIES

Then the younger queen came. He asked her
the same question." She said : " When the elder
queen has been asked, there is no need to ask me.
What she has agreed to might be done.55 The
commander pretended to speak of one thing and
another fora little while, and then asked Girijavve
to become his. Girijavve had kept her head down
till then. On hearing this proposal from the com-
mander she raised it and looked full at him and at
her brother, and asked the former whether Kasturi
had agreed to this proposal. The commander
said that he had. Kasturi's idea possibly was
that if he agreed to the commander taking his
sister, that man might agree to his becoming the
chieftain. Quite possibly, he had another idea also.
If the sister had to go with the commander the
little prince could not easily be left behind. In
that case, even if the boy was called chieftain,
Kasturi would be the real ruler. Hearing that
her brother had agreed to her going with the
commander, the queen seemed to think over the
proposal for a moment and then said: " I am
not worthy of the honour which you intend for me.
Yet in the condition in which I am at present, I
cannot refuse." The commander and Kasturi
were both surprised that she should have ag-
reed so readily. They were also pleased. The